
CompadreÊ:Interact  Quick Start Guide 

 

Introduction 

This Quick Start Guide gives you all the information you 

need to quickly launch and start using Interact.  

 
Although we strive to make this software intuitive, 
translations go smoother for an experienced user. 
 

Please refer to the Interact User Guide for more detail 
about every aspect of the application.   

Glossary 

ASR - Automatic Speech Recognition - the computer 
program that translates your speech into text.  

TTS - Text To Speech - the computer program th at 

translates text into speech. 
User Configuration is a container to hold your 

translation settings, that is, all the information on the 
Configure screen (Voice Profiles, Voice Synthesis, Log 

settings, etc.)  
Voice Profile is a computer representation of 

someone's voice. This includes microphone settings as 

well as the characteristics of each voice. 

Install 

1 If you have a previous version of Interact installed, 

uninstall it.  
2 Insert the disc. If it doesn't start automatically, open 

the disc in Explore view and click setup.exe.  

3 Plug in the microphone - (If you need help, see 
Setting Up Your Microphone in the Getting Started 

chapter of the User Guide.)  
4 Configure the Control Panel -> Sounds and 

Audio Devices -> Audio tab  

a. Unselect "Use only default devices" checkbox. 
b. Select the Sound playback device to be your 

computer's internal sound card (e.g. " Creative 
Sound Blaster PCI ") regardless of your 

microphone choice. 

c. Select the Sound recording device to be: 

i. Your USB choice (e.g. "C-Media USB 
Headphone Set") if you are using a hand-

held USB microphone; 

ii. Your computer's internal sound card (e.g. 

"Creative Sound Blaster PCI") if you are using 
a headset microphone.  

d. If you need help, see Troubleshooting Devices in 

the Getting Started chapter of the User Guide. 
 
 
 
 
XP Control Panel: 

 



Launch 

License - SpeechGear's licensing system requires 

Internet connectivity -- for either a purchased copy or 

a trial version. An Internet connection is only needed 
temporarily to initialize the license. It is not required in 

order to ru n the software.  

 

When the application is run for the first time, you will 

see a License Status dialog:  

 

¶ If you have a trial version of the software 

then click on "Begin Trial". Every time you 
start the software, you will be informed via the 

License Status dialog how long the trial license is 
valid:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

¶ If you have purchased the software, you 

will have been given a Software Key (beginning 

with "SG" and followed by a string of ~20 
alphanumeric characters). Click on "Activate 

Online" and enter this Software Key in the text 
box:  

 

If the application is unable to communicate with 
SpeechGear's Licensing Service (located on 

speechgear.com), you will see this screen:  

 

All communication is initiated from your computer 

and communicates over TCP port #80 with a 
standard XML Web Service. The most likely reasons 

for this communications channel to fail are:  

¶ No physical connection to the Internet.  

¶ The firewall on your LAN has a white list of 

applications that are allowed to communicate 
over port 80 and your SpeechGear application is 

not on that list. This would mean, for instance, 
that you can surf the web with Internet Explorer 

because IE is on the white list but SpeechGear 
software is prohibited from using this TCP port.  

Please talk to your network administrator to 

arrange to temporarily relax the firewall in order 
to license this software. 

 

http://www.speechgear.com/Activation/ActivationServer.asmx


New User wizard 

1 Create a User Configuration? Click Next. You 

must have one in order to translate anything. 

 
2 Name - You can create as many User 

Configurations as you like. You can name each: 
<name> - <language> - <environment>. For 

example: "Sofia-Spanish-outside". Or, if you prefer, 
you can simply name it "Me". 

 

3 Choose a language. You might have only one 

choice for each language depending on your 
installation.                            

 
4 Choose a profile. We suggest that you click on the 

"New" button which creates a new Voice Profile for 

each of the languages. For some languages you will 

be asked to train the microphone in this step. (If 
you need help, see Appendix B of the User Guide.) 

 
5 If you need help, see the Starting Interact  section 

of the Getting Started chapter of the User Guide.  



Training a Profile 

1 Click Go and then read the onscreen sentence aloud. 

 

¶ To advance through the first two screens, you must 

say the sentences without  pausing. 

¶ When the words change color, it means the 

computer has heard and recognized them. If you 

keep reading the same words, and the computer still 

doesn't get it, just click Skip. Otherwise, click Next 
to continue. As you read, more text will appear.  

 

After you have finished the first two screens, the Select 

Text window appears. 

2 Choose a text to read aloud and click OK. 

 

The selected text appears in the window. 

 

 

3 Start reading. 

¶ It's okay to pause in the middle of a sentence. To 

take breaks while you're training the program, click 
Pause. 

¶ Don't worry if you make mist akes or laugh. You 

should try to read exactly what you see on the 

screen, but itôs okay if you read something 
incorrectly. The computer will either ignore the 

mistake or display the yellow arrow so you read the 
text again. 

¶ The progress bar shows how much text you have 

left to dictate. As you speak, the words that you 
have already spoken will turn gray.  

 

 

 

When youôve read enough, the Dragon 
NaturallySpeaking Adaptation message appears. 

 

4 Click OK to return to the Interact Configuration 

window. 

 

 

Note: Every time you speak into a voice profile you are 
training it. This has two important ramifications:  

¶ The more you use your voice profile the better it will 

get at recognizing your speech. 
¶ Whoever uses the Default User profile is training it 

to recognize their voice.  



Translate 

¶ Turn microphone on. (This assumes both 

speakers are using one USB microphone 

with a thumb switch .) 

¶ Click the microphone button . 

 

¶ Speak clearly at a normal rate, not too fast, 

not too slowly. (It may take a few phrases 
for the speech recognition to work. This only 

happens when you have just launched 
Interact. Subsequent times will be faster.)  

¶ Vocalize punctuation, if you like, for better 

translation. 

¶ Check accuracy and correct if necessary.  

¶ Click the "Translate" button.  

¶ Turn microphone off.  

¶ Hand the microphone to the other speaker 

and have him/her repeat the process.  

Close - 

We suggest you close the User Configuration before 
closing the application. This assures that the Voice 

Profile files and processes and Interact files and 

processes are closed in the correct order. 

 

 

Read the User Guide 

There is a lot of information as well as a few short cuts 

in the User Guide that could save you time and energy 
in learning how to use Interact. 

Support 

Please look at the website 
http://www.speechgear.com/support.aspx . There are 

FAQ and Release Notes that might have your problem 
solved. 

Composer 

¶ Composer is an application that allows you to 

edit your Translation Memory (TM) database. 

This is a feature of Interact for the advanced 
user. Please read the Translation Options 
section of the Configuration chapter of the 
Interact User Guide to explain TMs.  

¶ Launch and license Interact first before you 

launch Composer. Composer is then 

automatically licensed.  
¶ Read the Interact section of the Composer User 

Guide.  

http://www.speechgear.com/support.aspx


Interact Chinese Setup 

Install Chinese Language Pack 

You will need to have Administrator privileges to install the 

Chinese Language Pack. You must have Windows Vista 

Ultimate in order to in stall the Chinese language pack. 

1 Click Start > Windows Ultimate Extras. 

2 A message appears that indicates there are 

Windows Ultimate Extras available for download. 

Click View available Extras... 

3 Scroll down and select Chinese (Simplified) 

Language Pack. 

4 Click Install. 

You will want to install this language pack by itself. 

If there are other updates waiting to be installed, do 

these separate from the language pack installation. 

Keyboard support 

1 From the Control Panel, click Change 

keyboards or other input methods. 

2 From the Keyboards and Languages tab, 

click Change keyboards... 

3 Click Add... 

4 On the General tab, open Chinese (PRC) and 

select Microsoft Pinyin IME and US 

Keyboard. (Your Chinese companion can 

choose another if they like)  

5 Click OK. 

6 On the Language Bar tab, select the Docked in 

the taskbar. 

This will give you an icon in the lower taskbar that 

allows you to switch from English to Chinese 

keyboards. You will want to install this language 

pack by itself. If there are other updates waiting to 

be installed, do these separate from the language 

pack installation. 

 

 

 

 

 

Train Chinese ASR: 

(Those who donôt read Chinese may want to try this 

in English Locale and Display Language first in order 
to understand the process) 

 

1 Close Interact 

2 From the Control Panel, click Change 

keyboards or other input methods. 

3 On the Administrative tab, click Change 

system locale... 

4 Choose Chinese (PRC) ï this will invoke the 

Chinese ASR. 

5 From the Control Panel , click Change 

keyboards or other input methods. 

6 On the Keyboards and Languages tab, choose a 

display language: Chinese ï this will cause the 

voice training to display Chinese script to read. 

7 Restart your computer. 

8 Open Control Panel (Classic View). 

 

9 Double-click the Speech Recognition icon. 

 

10 Click Advanced Speech Options in the upper 

left corner.  

 



11 Click the Speech Recognition tab of the 

Speech Properties window.  This is where you 

will create new Chinese Voice Profiles and train 

them. 

 

12 To train an existing profile, select it and click 

Apply(A). Or, to create a new profile, cl ick the 

(N)é button and pick a name.  

 
0 

¶ Click OK, and adjust the volume of your 

microphone. 

¶ Click (T)é and have the Chinese user 

follow the instructions on the screens.  

If you need help with this, go to Vista help (click F1,) 
and search for Speech Recognition Option. 

 
 

 

 

After training a Chinese Voice Profile: 

1 Change the Locale and Display Language 

back to English and launch Interact.  

2 In Interact, navigate to the Configure screen 

and the Speech Recognition tab. 

3 In the Chinese (lower) p art of the screen, select 

the Voice Profile that the Chinese user just 

trained. 

4 Save this Voice Profile setting in your User 

Configuration by clicking Save under the User 

icon. 

Note: These instructions are only for the Chinese 

Voice Profile. See the Interact User Guide for help 

to create and train an English Voice Profile. 


